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What Does the ECC Lab Study? 
 

We are interested in how young children think about the world, and how they learn from 

different sources of information (e.g., firsthand experience, the testimony of others, media).  

We offer unique opportunities for families to gain exposure to the science of psychology, with a 

specific focus on cognitive development and social learning. 
 

We are always looking for families to help us with our research!  Our flexible schedule means 

we are often able to book weekday, evening, and weekend appointments.  If you are 

interested in having your child participate, please feel free to contact us! 

E-mail: ecclab@ryerson.ca Phone: 416-979-5000 ext.2896  

Website: http://psychlabs.ryerson.ca/ecclab

Current Studies 

 

                    

Do young children value and prefer young

scare objects? 

People tend to perceive items that have limited 

quantities available (e.g., diamond or limited 

editions) as more valuable, compared to items with 

large quantities available.  This is known as the 

scarcity effect, and has been found in adults, even in 

simple settings such as grocery shopping! 

In our study, we explore whether children are also 

prone to the scarcity effect by having them buy toys 

in our pretend toy store.  Children will choose 

between a large pile of one type of toy (abundant) 

and a small pile of a different toy (scarce).  We are 

interested in how early this idea of “scarcity-equals-

higher-value/desirability” enters our thinking.  We are 

currently testing 4- to 8-year-old children. 
UPDATES: We have started data collection. Stay 

tuned! 
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Building rapport with preschoolers: A 

double-edged sword in applied settings 

Given the importance of child testimony in some 

legal cases, studies have explored the instances in 

which children are especially vulnerable to 

interviewer suggestion (e.g., misinformation or 

misleading questions that pressure children to agree 

with the interviewer, or that change their actual 

memory of the event).  Research findings have 

informed policy and procedures in an attempt to 

standardize investigative interviews with children 

across legal settings.  Currently, the leading interview 

protocol recommends that in order to build children’s 

resistance to suggestion, interviewers should engage 

in a rapport-building phase prior to the substantive 

interview, and continue to develop rapport 

throughout the entire interview. 

In our study, we look at the impact of interviewer 

rapport on 3- to 5-year-olds’ willingness to accept 

false information in a laboratory task.  

 

 

UPDATES: We have started data collection. Stay 

tuned! 

“It is with children that we have the best chance of studying the 

development of logical knowledge, mathematical knowledge, 
physical knowledge, and so forth.” – Jean Piaget 

Young children’s selective learning 

from others 

Preschoolers selectively learn from others.  They 

can judge whether one person is a better source 

of information than another, based on various 

cues such as whether someone is reliable in the 

past or has expertise in the area. 

In our study, we look at whether 4- to 6-year-olds 

can use social information gathered from other 

people’s conversations (i.e., third-party 

information) to decide from whom to learn about 

new things.  In the current procedure, four people 

participate in the conversations.  Three of them 

(i.e., the majority) agree that the target person is 

very good (or bad) at naming things, whereas the 

other speaker (i.e., the minority) disagrees with 

them.  We are interested in whether children will 

side with the majority opinion to decide whether 

they should learn about new things from the 

target person or an alternative person. 

UPDATES: Data collection will be ongoing throughout 

the fall months with 4- to 6-year-olds.  Parents who 

have had their children participate can expect the 

results in December. 




